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2016 US Senate Elections

Republican-Held Seat

Democratic-Held Seat

Open Seat

 GOP defending 23 seats

 Dems defending 7 seats

 4 open seats

Congress by the Numbers



2016. GET INVOLVED.
#countiesconnectUS

2016 U.S. Presidential Election



GOP Internal Battles…
Sen. Ted Cruz calls Leader McConnell a Liar!



GOP Internal Battles…



Speaker Boehner tackled….

Raising the debt ceiling

Finalizing a budget deal

Moving a transportation bill through the 
House



Over 7,500 bills were introduced this Congress

93 bills signed into law

The majority needed Democratic support

BILLS THIS CONGRESS





NACo engagement with the White House

• Regular calls for county officials

• White House OMB retrospective regulatory review

• President’s opioid abuse initiative

• Community Oriented Policing recommendations 

• My Brother’s Keeper initiative

• Made in Rural America initiative

• Rural Childhood Poverty initiative 



Waters of the U.S. 

All eyes on the courts…

 Rule is now final

 Over one million comments submitted

 31 states have filed lawsuits

 Who has jurisdiction?  

 Court of Appeals has halted implementation nationally

 Most likely headed to Supreme Court



Ozone Rule



HUD Fair Housing Rules

Aims to clarify existing fair housing rules for HUD 

grantees that receive funding for programs like 

CDBG, HOME and others

Would mandate grantees to use a new process 

and toolkit to analyze their fair housing 

landscape

Concerns over new expansive process, additional 

time, financial impact



DOL Overtime Pay

Would change the “white collar” exemption from 

overtime pay for executive, administrative and 

professional employees

Would increase threshold for employees who 

are eligible to receive overtime pay, from 

$23,660 to $50,440

NACo also requested DOL provide further analysis 

on the potential impact on local governments prior 

to finalization of the rule



DOL Implementation of Workforce Law

Successfully protected local decision making in 

legislation

Now need to continue to protect through 

implementation; ensure thorough consultation 

from states with local officials

Anticipate final rule next spring



DOJ ADA Accessibility Requirements

Proposal would impact county government 

websites

Many counties have expressed concerns with 

limited timeframe and additional costs to comply

Anticipate proposed rule in 2016



DoD Excess Property Program

Program is administered by DoD’s Defense Logistics Agency

And permits the free transfer of excess supplies and 

equipment to federal, state, and local law enforcement 

agencies

Scrutiny following Ferguson

President issued Executive Order that established federal 

interagency law enforcement working group that made 

recommendations

Some supplies and equipment no longer procured to law 

enforcement



NACo Members Now on 

60+ National Committees

• EPA’s Local Government Advisory Committee

• FCC’s Intergovernmental Advisory Committee

• FEMA’s National Advisory Council 

• National Conference on Correctional Health Care

• National Drought Resiliency Partnership

• National Homeland Security Consortium 

• U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s SAFECOM

• Wildland Fire Leadership Council 



How Can We Develop More 

Sophisticated Strategies and 

Tactics? 



Congress Raised Debt Ceiling

Debt ceiling last raised in 2014 to $18.1 trillion

Debt now at $18.7 trillion

Biggest issue: Would Congress grant authority 

without requiring major cuts in spending?

Congress suspended the debt ceiling through 

March of 2017



Congress Passed Budget Deal

Agreed on top-line spending for federal 

government for two years

Did not follow sequestration caps; provided 

additional $80 billion in spending

Found extra revenue through sale of oil from the 

Strategic Petroleum Reserve and spectrum 

auctions





Passed Major Transportation Package

5 year bill = funding certainty

Corrects 30% cut from MAP 21

County owned bridges now eligible for NHPP 

authorized at $116 billion over 5 years

 Increased funding for Surface Transportation 

Program by almost $3 billion over 5 years-core 

program for local governments

Preserved $776 million set-aside for off system 

bridges

The FAST Act includes major wins for counties



Passed Omnibus Funding Package

Fully funded PILT

Level funded programs like CDBG and HOME

Postponed the Cadillac tax

Included major wins for counties



40% Excise Tax  “The Cadillac Tax”

 Under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), state and local 

governments face a 40 percent tax on employer-

sponsored health benefits, which would negatively impact 

many counties

 The tax would be imposed in 2018 on coverage above 

$10,200 for individuals and $27,500 for spouse or family 

coverage

 NACo opposes the taxation of employer-sponsored 

health benefits



Tax Reform Could See Action Next Year

Comprehensive tax reform is still on the table

New Ways and Means chairman announced intent to 

restart the efforts to enact comprehensive tax reform 

next year

Counties need to be proactive on municipal 

bonds







Criminal Justice and Mental Health

 Need education on 

county role in 

criminal justice 

system and mental 

and behavioral 

health system

 Working with 

Congress on 

several reform 

packages



Key Legislation

• Tribal lands into trust process

• Endangered Species Act

• Forest Health and wildfire management

• Medicaid, the Medicaid inmate exclusion

• Cyber legislation

• FEMA deobligation

NACo Continues to Work on Other Legislative Issues…



New Advocacy Tools…






